WORLD   KITE   PROJECT

To My fellow kite Society/Association Member.

I have embarked on an ambitious project to introduce young children to kites all over the world. The purpose is to give young children an exciting introduction to kites that will instil a lifelong interest for kites in them. It calls upon individual members such as yourself everywhere, to give a little bit of your enthusiasm and time to duplicate the project I undertook here in Sydney (17-20th February, 2003) in your local area with your local pre-school.

The Project  –  General Overview.

To identify your local pre-school, make contact with the senior teacher there and make him/her an offer of an exciting project for the children to undertake involving kites (encompassing a lecture, decorating, making and flying a kite). You may feel uncomfortable making the initial request but you will be impressed by the speed of the positive response. Note:- some of your fellow members may derive income by giving kite making instruction to school children (mainly primary and secondary). If this occurs in your area, please be considerate in your actions.
 The Project   –  Step by Step.

1. The Initial School Visit. 
After approval is given, visit the school to tell the staff about the project and what the children can look forward to. Leave a copy of the plan of the ‘A4 Diamond Kite’ with them to prepare  and  photocopy it for the children’s use. They will probably want to construct it to familiarise themselves with it. 

Note 1:- When the full size plan (A4) is ready for photocopying, tell the teachers to make sure it is placed in the centre of the image area as the photocopier will not print to the edges of the page. This is critical for the symmetry of the kite when folded.
Note 2:- If weekday time is inconvenient for you, follow-up contact after the initial phone call with the teacher involved can be by phone, fax or email . He/she can supervise the selected stages within class time. The ‘fly-in’ can then be conducted by parents and teachers at an appointed location on a weekend day with you in attendance for technical assistance.

2. The Kite Lecture (Optional).
Attend the school armed with your favourite kites, books, and photographs to dazzle the children. You should manage to keep their attention for about 20-30 minutes maximum at this age group. They will ask some interesting questions…so be prepared!

3. The Kite Decoration. 
Please refer to the base of this article for the plan of the A4 Diamond Kite. As the name suggests it is constructed from an A4 sheet of paper which the children will enjoy decorating. This segment is done by the teaching staff within the context of an art activity where the children can learn about symmetry. Your attendance is not required. You will be amazed at the artistic creations they come up with. 

4. The Kite Construction. 
On a pre-arranged morning, with the assistance of the teaching staff and parent helpers, the children are moved in small groups (pulled out from other activities) to a table set up with all the materials required to build the kites. The school will happily provide all the materials. It will take about 2 hours to build all the kites with the children (based on about 25 students). 

Note:- I suggest you bring the barbeque skewers (as thicker ones can be quite heavy). If you opt for drinking straws, ask a local fast food store to donate you some (as their straws are a bit thicker, stronger and don’t have a pre-bend position in them). Also, with regard to reels, each child can be requested to bring a cotton reel from home or alternatively, small pieces of cardboard can be cut with 5-6 metres of cotton wound on one end.
5. The Kite Fly. 
You in consultation with the head teacher will have selected a suitable park/open space for the children to fly their kites in. 

Note:- In extreme cases, local Council permission may be required but the school will probably have an existing relationship with the selected area, so this will not be an issue. 

The big day has arrived and the children are very excited. You and the head teacher need to make a final decision based on the weather. 

Note:-If the ground is very wet after recent rains, consider that the crepe paper tails may disintegrate and the colour may get onto the children’s clothing. 

Wind is not essential as the children launch and keep their kites airborne by running around. Before flying, it is wise to lay a few ground rules to avoid confusion and collisions, such as identifying the wind direction and telling the children to run into it. Designating an area to stay in (and not to venture onto roads etc.) is very important. Nominating a repair area such as a particular park bench is a good idea. The children should be warned to keep their kites away from trees, shrubs and electrical wiring. The children will last about an hour or so and will probably require a drink break at some stage which the teachers will have planned for. I assure you that a great time will be had by all and the children will have a re-usable kite and the start of a life long interest in this activity. 

Note:- Students leaving the school premises may count as an excursion and parental consent may be required, if so, the school will be aware of it and automatically organise for forms to be signed by a parent. Also, if you organise for any local press to cover the event, some schools require parental consent for their children to be photographed and/or named. If this is an issue, the school will organise for it as well on the excursion form. 

Your  Participation.

I invite YOU to accept the offer and take on this project (or modified to suit your particular requirements) with your local pre-school. The benefits for you will be many including introducing young children to the hobby/sport that you are passionate about. 

My entire involvement with this project is on a voluntary basis with my personal reward being that I have left children with a great experience and a new and lifelong interest in kites.

If you do accept, please let me know how you are going and the results you are achieving by emailing me  at  rharvey1@bigpond.net.au  (please write ‘world kite project’ in the subject box). The kite plan below is made freely available for any educational purpose. 

By the way, this project was inspired by a course I recently undertook with Landmark Education   (www.landmarkeducation.com) called the 'Self Expression and Leadership Programme'. 

Yours sincerely,

Robert Harvey, 

Australian Kiteflyers Society Member,

Sydney,

Australia.

A4   DIAMOND   KITE

(Design By R. Harvey)

Requirements:  Materials; 1 A4 sheet of paper, barbeque skewer/straw, crepe paper and cotton reel. 

                           Tools;  ruler, glue, tape, scissors and pin.

Step 1.






   Step  2.

Draw lines on A4 sheet as shown below.                          
   Turn sheet face down and fold at line A (centre of

 






   sheet). Then fold at lines B and C to form the wings.

   (Tip: go over the lines with a pen and ruler for an 

   accurate fold.) 
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Step 3.






   Step  4.

Fully glue face 1 to face 2. 



   Prepare two 2.4m lengths of 40mm wide

(Tip: Fold wings over so they don’t 


   crepe paper, looped with all 4 ends joined

stick together).  When dry, cut along 


   and taped together.  Neatly tape this tail

line D to remove excess keel. 



   end to the rear bottom of the kite.

Make a small hole at point E ( 5mm in 


   (Tip: more tail may be required in stronger

from edge) for the kite line (Adult). 


   conditions).

(Tip: the hole can be reinforced with 


   Tie cotton flying line securely to the hole, 

tape on both side for extra strength).


   extend some line and launch into the wind.  

Decorate front face of the kite if needed. 

   Fly safely, stay away from power lines,

Tape barbeque skewer/straw from points 

   trees and have a great flight.

F to G with tape on back of kite.


[image: image3.png]


                         
[image: image4.png]



PAGE  
1

_1105791999

_1105814427

